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Jndiana Legislature.

SESSION 1849-50.
SENATE.
Sarunoar, Janwary 5

The Senaie met

Petitions wete presonted by Messrs Adams, Hendiicks,
Muigan. Houghton sod Malott, which were eferred lo the |
sppreptiate commitiees withoot reading

Reports of Commillees.

By M: Hudlo, that the bill to attsch s part of the county |
of Deluwaie 1o the coun'y of Biwckfad be wndefinitely prost=
poned ; report not eoncvired in—ayes 12, noes 28

And the question being un the engiossment of the Lill, the
bill was crdered 10 be engrossed sod read & thisd time on to-
mofivw=—ayes 26 poes 20

Mr Millikio repocted a bill for the temporacy relief of the
pour uf Deaiborn county § sead a fivs? time.

Mr James seported a bill 1o ameud the eharter of the city
of Evansvilie ; read a first lime.

M: Cassart reported back a bill lo amend the road laws 5o
far ns relates to the county of Wabash § read thisd 1ime aud
pased

My Hamelek repoted a bill to organise & new countly oul |
of the ceunties of Paks, Fountain and Polnam ; iead a Gest
time.

Mr Ellis, from the commiltee oo Manufactuies, ieported 2 |
Jotul resolulion on the sulject of & giant of land fur a geo- |
legical survey of the State of lodiava § iead St tune, sules |
susponded, sud the joiut resolativa sead a second aud hind
times apd passed, !

Mr McCarty reported a bill to dovate lot Ne, 8 in block |
Nao. 147, in the cuty of Indiauapelis, to a fire cotmpany (heie-
o named ; read a first limme. |

M: Evans, from the comsmitles oo Siate Prison, repoiled o |
biil impusing additional duties on the Wasden of the Siate
Prissn ¢ read a st tine.

On moiim of Mr Beury, the vete refosing to print 500 |
copies of the report of My Reid of U, on the subject of the |
pepeal of the black laws, was reconsidered ; and the ques-
tion being on printing the iepoit, ‘

M: Hardin moved to stitke out! 500 and iosest 200;
.dt.p cd.

Aund the gquestion being on printing 200 cepies, it was or-
deted—ayes 25, noes 15.

M: Houghton repoited back the bill making additional
sppropriations on the New Albany and Vincenuves road, for
the year |860; read a second time, rules susperded, and the
bill 1ead a third time and passed.

Mo Hamnck, on leave, introduced a bill to incorporate the
Noithwestern Chiistian University ; read twice aud ieferied
to a select committee.

Mr: Haavey, on leave, introduced a bill to extend the ben-
efits of a certain act therein named § read & first ime.

Mr Mowgan, on leave, introduced a bill to ameund the laws
reiative to \he retasling of spirituous liguors in ceilain coun-
Ues therein named ; read a Gist time.

Mr Hubbaid, ou teave, inlroduced a Bill to authorise the
constiuction of a rar'soad from Rushville to Lewisville, in
Heniy county ; read a first time.

Mr Hendricks, on Jeave, intioduced a joint resclution su-
thorising each of the benevolent institutions of the State o
have a copy of the local and geveral laws, and the Revised
Statwtes of 1543 ; read thiee times and passed.

Mr Odell, on leave, intioduced a bill to puni-h misdemean=»
ors in Tippecsnoe county j read twice and refeired (6 Lhe
commitice ou the Judiciavy.

Mr Berry, on leave, introdueced a bill to ineorporale the
Biookville railroad company ; 1ead twice and referred to the
committee on Corpomtions.

Mr Odell, on leave, iutreduced a Bill to incorporata the |
Lalayette monumental association ; read » Gist time.

Messis Randall, Woods, Houghton and Dawson, from eom- |
millees, ieported back bills on their second reading, which
were recommitled or passed to a thid reading, [

Senate adjoerued.

AFTERNOON SESsIuN. !

The Senate mel. [

Mr James, on leave, intiodeced a bill to incvrjorate the
Ohio River and Princeton plank road company ; tead twice
and referied to the committee vn Corporations. |

M1 Gasver, oo leave, introduced a bill to locate s State |
ioad in the counties of Tipton and Clinton ; read twice.

M: Eillis, un leave, intioduced a bill 1o encourage the in- |
ves'meul of capital for manufacturing purposes ; 1ead Iwice |
and refened to 1the commiltee on Manufactmes, |

Mr Reid of U.,vn leave introduced a bill 10 amend section |
85, chapter 47, of the Revised Siatutes of 1543 ; read twice
sud ieferred to the commitiee on the Judiciary. |

Mr Garver, ca leave, introduced a bill to repeal o certain
sct thetein named § 1ead twice nud referied 1o the commitiee |
on the Judicinry, |

Mr ddendiicks, oo leave, intreduced 2 bill 1o authoiice
couils of chaocery to aud courts of law, in enforcing judg- |
ments in certain cases ; 1ead twice and referied to the com-
mitiee on the Judicia:y.

Mr Allen, on leave, introduced s bill to incorporale the
Crawfoidsville snd Frankfoit plank ioad company ; read
twice acd referred 10 the committee on Coiporations. !

Mr Millikin, on leave, introduced 2 bill to prevent the
conselidation of indictments ia Deaiborn county, fur selling
liquos 3 tead a first time. |

Mr Holloway, on leave, intioduced a bill to incorporate |
the Richmond and Liberty turnpike evmpany ; read (wice |
sud ieferred 1o the commitiee on Corposations. |

Mr Hendiicks, oo leave, introduced a bill to amend the |
charters of several toinpike roads therein named § read (wice |
and refenied to the commitiee on Corporatious,

Mr Hendricks, on leave, introduced a bill to incorporste
the Jeffesson historical society ; 1ead twice and referred 1o
the committee on Corporations.

House bill to dispuse of the equily of redemplion of the
Btale of Indiana, iu the White Water Valley Canal, and for
other purposes, was takeu up and vead a fiest time, rules sus- |
pendad, and the bill read a second lime. |

M1 Beny offcied the fullowing amendment ;

Sec. —. 1! shall be the duty of tbe purchaser or pur- |
chaseis of said canal, to cause 10 be placed at the head of
the canal at Cambridge City, snd at the tevminus st Law- |
rerceburgh, good and substantial stones, at Jeast six feet n
height above the ground, spon which shall be graven the
daie of the act suthotising ils constinetion, the amount ex-
pended by the State upon said wodk, the date of the sct seli=
ing the woik, the time it was sold, and what amount was
received therefor; and it is bBercby made the duty of the |

Auditor of Siate to furnish 10 said puschaser or purchasers, |
the facts necessary to ensble him or them to comply with
the provisions of this section.

The syes and nves weie demanded by (wo Senators,

Toose who voted in the affirmative are, |

Messis Adams«, Berry, Bockiles, Corpett, Dawson, Eddy, |
Guver, Hanpna, Holfstetter, Lyon, Malott, Miller, Mutmon,'l
Reid of U., Slee'h, and Winstandley—16.

Those who voted in the negative sre, :’

Messis Allen, Brugh, Cassati, Day, Dole, Ellis, English, |
Evans, Haivey, Hendricks, Herod, Holloway, Hough'on,}
Hubbard, James, Kivonard, McCuarty, Millikin, Montgomery,
Moigau, Odel), Porter, Randall, Read of C., Rousseau, Tee-
gaiden, Walkes, Walp+te and Woods—29, !

80 the amendment was not adopted. I

Mr Haroas moved 1o fuither amend the bill, |

Mr Miliikin moved the previous question, which was se- |
conded, and ihe Senate delermined 1o have the main ques- |
tion putl now ; and the bill was ordescd to be engios
read a 1hivd time on Mooday next—ayes 29, noes 15. !

On moticn of Mr Millikio, the rules were suspended and |
the bill read & thisd 1ime and passed—ayes 28, uoes 18. ‘
i
!
|
|
|
'

sod |

Oo motion, the Senate adjouined.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Barvroay, Jun. 6, 1849,

[Io s notice of Mr. Hicks’s teport,in yesteiday’s proceed-
ings, oo the bill providiog fur an election of cuunly mssessos,
&c. it is slaled, amongst other things, that ihe smendment re- |
guires lax-payers to make osth ol their property ; which s |
tncoriect. This was a provision of the original bill, and was |
left vut in the smendment, leaving ihe law as st present, on |
that subjeet 1

Homestead Exemption.

The House aceriding to a special order, took up the bill
eXempling home<trads fiom execution—providiog for the ex-
emption of $500 worth of real estate fiom execu'ivn.

Mr. Harney said—

Mu. Secaxsu: If we are to premise from the past
action on this bill what will be its future destiny, we have
every reason to predict its final passage, Wore [ in the
sffirmative, [ should leave it6 future effocts 10 explain my
vole, but as it is, | feel ealled upon 10 explain my reasons
for opposing it.

[ am opposed to it because it is contrary to the structure
of society, and lisble 10 abuses that will mortify even its
best friends, It is said to be for the benefit of the poor
deblor sgainst the oppression of the rick ereditor. Such
cannat be the case. [1s effect will be 1o the prejudice of
the poor citizen. According to the preisent customs of so-
ciety, property has a two-fold value. The first, or its
intrinsic value, is from its sctual producis. The second is,
that you can make il a stock in trade, from which as a
basis you ean derive u profit. Now the effect of this bill
upon the poor man's property is to destroy this secondary
value. A man that is worth two thousand dollars, has
$1.500 which stands good for all of his liabilities, and
viriually answers him all the purposes of capital, while the
man that is only worth $600 has nothing on which 1o

i it, Think you that he can see this advantage
taken from him withoul marmaring? It is said this will
have the effect 1o destroy the credit system. If thet is
the object why it to onc ss well as the other ! Why
give it to the rich and deny it to the poor?! ls the one
more capable of managiog his large estates than the other
is his little investments ! It is said that if he is honest
his credit will not be injured, but that he will pay suy how,
So sy we. Do we then leginlate for the dishcnest? [If
not why tempt them 1o be o0, or force them 1o act so by
the dishonurable action of others !

You say this act is for the man. Then it ia pre-
samed 1hat each one will aval himaelf of its privileges.
This will be the inference. Now sir, if | own s litlle
homestzad and nothing more, could | ask a richer neighbor
aseistance withoot this act [ have said
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Too myuch legislation for either of thess classes injure the
same.  The bankropt law is prof to the point.  Let there
be fair reciprocity in trade, and no unequal laws—the weak
protecied and the strong restricted. The effect of this law
would be i favor of mooey lenders—furnishiog & pretext
for covering every loan to the poor man with a morigage
on his homesiead. ‘I'his would most cenainly fellow, be-

sides other abuses that have been complained of by those
Siates that have adopred it ;

Thewe nrgumenta force me 10 the conclusion 1hat the
law can be of no bevefit o the man (hat iz now peor. It
can only meet the csse of the broken down sprealstors

[ and public-work contractors,—men that have moved in the

high circles of life, but have become fuundered snd broken
down in their ambitivua schemes and speculations. These
are the ones that sppear to have our sympathy. This |

. will sdmit is in sccordance with the past history of man.

kind. One man theat may have been great and has fallen

| receives more sympathy than thousands that may have

slways remained poor and destitute, and have never risen
op to the common ievel [ exnnot see why a law should

| be passed for their benefit alone, when it has sn injurions

bearing npon all othess,

In proof that the law is not fair in its operations, why
does the Siate reserve the right 1o sell the ssered home-
wead for taxes? Are her claims more meritorious than the
man that bhas bhbored for fifiy cents per day, or furnishes
him with the necessaries of life? If others must wait and
trust the man’s honesty, why not the State do the same,
and not practise the oppression she condemns.

I may be wrong in some conclusions; but it is ceriain
we will lose nothing by delaying a while. Let us wail
and get farther instructions from the people, exsmine its
effect upon the states that have adopted it, consider well
who will be beoefitted and who injared ; and [ am con-
vinced we will give better satisfaction than we could by
hasty and imperfect legislation upon a sulject of such im-
portance.

M:i. Oir moved to amend, so that five hoodred dollars’
worth «f petsonal property shall he excmpled.

Mr. Oir eontended, that the bill, ue it stood, would not
!:-nﬂil the poor man, and his legislation «hould always be
in faver of this ctas< of individoals,

Mr. Lane favoied the ameudment. contending, at the same

time, that lie doubled whether the time had yet come, when
& homestesd bill showid Le passed.

Mz, Dudd said, the mover of the amendment mistook the
object of the bil [t was pot a bill to benefit solely the
debtor, ot simply to enable sny cluss 1o escape the paymen!
of their debls, nor 1o exempt propeity from execution be-
longing 1o men who will not pay their debts—but the oljret
of the bill was 1o prevent the land« in this S'are from pase-
ing’ioto the tands of a few men,—to 1emain in the hands of,
sud to make homes for the many.

The argument that it would make two classes of land-
holders and tenants, could not be sustained: the cffiet of
the bill would be to make every man a land owner. I the
amendinent prevailed, the effect would be to make men esre-
less of owning laod, snd there would be less indueement for
them 15 aequire a home to leave their children. The prioci-
ple of Homestead exempiion was to maike evely man 3
land owner, this was why he was in favor of it, though he
did wot believe that the time left to this session would sueh
fice to peifect a bill.

The question was agitated and urge! duting the last year
as one to be submitted to the Couvention, which would meel
to revise the Constitution of the Stute, and ths ugh he was a
strong Fiead 1o the p inciple of llomesierd exemption, he
(hought it had better be deferred wo'il the meeting of that
Conveution.,

Mr Graves supported the bill, and opposed the amendment,
becanse the two subject« should not be embiaced in one bill.
He was in [avor of exemplivg pesonal poperty (rom exe-
cution ; but did not wish to embairass this bill with that
provision. He believed that this bill would benefit the more
honest portion of citizens. He wonld ather trust a man,
who had forty acies of land exempt from execution, than
men who had larger possessinns, and who might at any time
make a secret conveyance. He was in favor of giving every
man & home, which could not be taken from him—which no
sharper would be able to wrest fiom bis hands. It wounld
make better citizens, maie honest men, snd men veneraling
more dearly our cherished institutions.,

Mr. Dougherty of B. took the ground, that all persons
should stand on an equality. The mechanic, whose all is
invested in his Implements of 1rade, is equally eniitled to
have $500 exempted, o3 the man who owns forty broad acres
of land. In opposition to the bill he said, that it even re-
pealed the law exempting one hondred avd tweaty dollars
worth of personal proper'y fiom execution, as well as all
sppiasement Jaws. e might possibly be mistaken in the
piovision of the bill repealing the exemption of $125 worth
of propeity ; but it was al least ambiguous. But be that as
it may, it made no difference. He asked, how would mem-
bers like to go home (o their constituents, after passing this
bill aud be told that one man with bis foity seres and com-
fortable dwelling had %is property exempted, while his
neighbos’s pewsonal effects must be sold to the last farthing,
leaving him pennyless, on the cold charities of the world ?

Mr. Niblack thought this bill should be deferred until afler
the Convention. He was, in principle, in favor of a home-
stead exemption ; but the bill was not such an one as he
would Le glad to support. The bill did make an invidious
distinetion, and, il the subject is to be urged, st this time. he
would feel bound 10 go for the amendment, believiog, at the
same time, that the subject should be defersed.

Mr. Brown of R. contended that the ameudment would
destroy the bill. This bill should stand disconnected from
all other exemptions, which might be made in other bills.
The gjbect of this bill was to encourage men Lo possess them-
seives of [reeholds, which would make them better citizens.
He was surpiised at the Tmlu from which opposition aiose
sgainst this bill. He had thought that 2 homestesd exemp-
tion had become a part of the Democratic cieed. It was not
enly the Demoeratic creed of the preseut day, but it was the
doctrive of Jeffeison more than forty yeais ago, when he
contended that eveiy citizen should have a freehold that
could not be taken {iom bim. He depied, that the tendency
of this bill would be to encourage mortgages. No murigage
can be given without the consent and signatnre of the wife.
He denied 1hat it would jojure the poor man. The new
States that had taken a stand for 2 law of this kind, were
vot viewed iu this light. He thought it would be unwise to
delay voiil afier the Convention, he bill ought w be pass-

| ed, that its defects might bo investigated at the Convention.

Mr. Biown of 8. was opposed 1o the bill, because he be-
lieved it was in opposition to the old fashioned doetrine of
the Demoeratic paity, that we should vol legislate exclusive-
ly for ihe rich.

Mr. Goodwin supported the amendment, because he be-
lieved the bill wepesied the one hundred aod twenty-five dol=
lar exemption, and would operate unequally.

M. Alley denied that this bill, as it stood, was soch a
democratic measure ns (ths gentleman fitom Randolph ( Mr.
Brown) contended. He appeared to thiok, that he had made
s geal discovery, and held up his bill as the gieat Demo-
cratic mea-ure of the age ; and what is it 7 a bill to protect
the landhoider, while the mechanic and olhers holding no
such possessions were lell entirely unprotected. These were
promised piotection sfier awhile. For his part he wished
sll protected. The bill without the amendment, would be a
putiid mass of corruption, in his Democratic eye.

Mr Doughesty of E. was in favor of a humesiead exemp-
tiov 3 but would never vote for a bill unless all were pio-
tected. The men that vwned no real propenty in Iudiana
weie pol few in number, and were as lisble to the storms of
adversity as olhers. He would therefore support the amend-
meunt, aud believed po bill could pass without it.  With re-

ge:d to the geneial principles of the bill, he remarked that
the States west of us had such prviection to propeity, snd
our paicy should not be such as lo drive population beyond
our boeders. A bill of this kind should pass, becavse sur-
1ounded as we are by the credit and paper system of the sge
we aie liable to fiequent fluciuatives, aud we should guaid

the people sguiust auch disasten.

Mr. SBtoue opposed the whole bill. It had been conten-
ded thst it would stop the credit system. T'his he denied,
for under the competition in busivess, in this country, cred-
it would always be obtained ; for if one denied, another
would always be ready te give credit.  Our country was
different from Europe, where the rich are born so, or where
if born pour, they must remsin poor all their lives. Here
the spirit of industsy snd enterprise was & sufficient pro-
tection. Deing related w the Friends he would speak
right out.  He believed the State had been legislating long
suough for the deblors; the legislation shuuld now ake
place in favor of the ereditors, by abolishing the relief and
sppraisement laws. He had ieen o justice of (he pesce
for five years, and bad seen but very listle money collected
lime, on execution.

Mr. Orr withdr w his emendment, and offered a modi-
:uu;nb;u lha; ;}cn--m not holding real estate, should

ave $300 worth o sonal pro exempted, if, st tha
posesaed of that -mop:'nt. A -

Mr. Oer supported his amendment, and contended that
the bill repeaied the present exemption of $125, and was
truly a whited sepulchre. With the smendmen:, he
would most cheerful'y support the bill. He deunied ihat it
was exclusively a democratic messure.

Mr. Carnahsn of P, apposed the amendment as a clog
to the bill. He believed it was the intention of some of
ite friends to break down the bill.  The bill was to ennble
persons to procure a small free-hold, that wouald be free
from execution, and which would enable them under all
cire:!nwueq to rear and educate (beir families—this land
could not be easily morigaged, snd the measure if adopted,
would be ofpm,hmitbuh o individusle and tw the
couniry. '

Mr. Carnshan of F. also the amendment and
supporied the bill, He tbought it vowise legislation to
endeavor 1o couple every thing tegeiber, He saw no con-
sistency in the two weasures, and therefore they should
n-t be placed together. I'he mechauic had been mention-
ed. The present laws give considerable proteciion to him,
by the operation of liens, ‘T'he argument of his namesake
from Posey, he considered as vosuswersble—that it was
the intention of the bill 1o ersble persons o oltain fres-
holds, by which families could be resred and educsted.
Heo denied that this was s demociatic measuic—
both perties in his section of the State were in fuvor of it

Me. Patterson was in favor of protecting all classes of
citzrns and would vote for the smendment and for the bill,

would be
after the coming us he to w08 a pro-
vision in the Constitution on this wobject.
&'m“&nthﬂhi‘:ﬂiﬂv”
ld.n--hpd-w- taken, on motion the House
sdiourned.

AFTERNOGN SEssiON.

The House resumed the considecation of the bill ex.
empiing homesteads f-om exncution—ihe qarvstion beiog
on the indefinita

Mr. Orr moved aeall of the House, which was ordered.,

On motion the call was suspended.

agitated in ins Distriet.  He would vole against the bill
on ile firal passage; but would vote agmast an indefinite
pustponsmient. He thuought the subjact should be deferrad.

Mr, Withers was in favor of the bill and the amend-
ment, although he considered they were not entirely per-
| fect; but ha still boped the amendment would be adoptad
and the bill be passed.

Mr. Sherrod would vate ageinst the bill. He wished to
see the matter settled by the Couvention. [t was too late
in the sossion o perlect a bill so imporiant.

Mr. Holeomb was in favor of the EII aud was opposed

: o the amendment.  He considered the amendment as in-
congintent with the bill, and would operate 10 defeal it,

if adopted. He would rather se gentlemen, like the gen-
[tleman from Sheiby come out sqpanra-toed against the bill.
| Mr. Greathouse bad not intended to say any thing on
this suhject. Ueing a youag man, it might be pradent
| neither 1o say any thing or even o vate ; but when gen-

r"ulpotlenun;l of the bill, !

Ar. Miller of M. and F. #nid, this subject had not been :

tlemen sid, members ought 10 come out square-toed, it |

was time for those having any thing 1o say 1o come out
| with their opinions.  Then he would say, he was against
the bill.  In 12 provisions, tnken together, the bill re-
minded him of the bankmpt law, and so he had told his
constituents hefore his election.

empting $500 worth vF personal property and decided in

Mr. Hillis moved to amend, in relation 10 lians ; laid
on thea table.
Mr. Salter moved that the bill und amendments be Iaid

noes 70,

Mr. Salter then moved that the bill be indefinitely
postponed ; which motion did not prevail, ayes 24,
noes T1.

Mr. Dougherty of Elkhart moved to amend, by striking
oul the provision in the bill which sllows personal
property to be sold at hall its appraised value; which was
declarml oot of vrder.

Mr. Defrees moved to amend so that where land claim-

sold to the highest bidder at any sum over §500—tha fiva
hundred dollars to be returned to the execution delend-
ant,

Mr. Defrees contended, that unless a provision soma-
thing like this should be adopted, there would be few
cases where there would be any benefit derived.

Mr Chandler moved 1o amend the amendment so that
the properiy shall not be sold for less than one hall i
appraised value; which was accepted by Mr. Defroes.

Mr. Brown of 8. suid that he saw nothing sensible in
the amendmant. Suppose said he, propercty in Indianapo-
lis lor instance, should be suld under this amendment for
$§500, and that sum peid over to the judgment debtor, how
much would the oredityr ba benefitted?

The amendment as modified was adopted.

Mr. Harney muved 1o nmend, so that each person should
have five ndditional acres fur every child &ec. not adopted.

Mr. Niblack muved to amend, so that where a judgment
debtor shall not have $500 worth of property the creditor
shiall make up the amount.

Mr. Orr moved the previvus question, not seconded—
ayes 47, noes 47.

Mr. Niblacrk's ameandment was laid on the table.

Mr. Dougherty of B. moved 10 amend, so that the ex-
emption shall not hold good, where persons are in the aect
ol removing geods lrom one county (o another ; laid on
the table.

Mr. Dodd moved to amend, so that alier the taking eff
fect of the act all valuation and appraisement laws shall
be repralad.

Mr. Patterson moved the previous guestion, which mo-
tion prevailed, and the question being put, to wit;
the Lill be engrossed for a third reading? It was decided
in the sffirmative, ayes 53, nves 41.

Ayes—Messrs, Allen, Alley, Barker, Beard, Bird, Bowen,
Brown of R., Burnet, Butler, Carnahan of F., Carnahan
of P., Chandler. Cleaver, Conaway, Connor, Cotton, De-

Gentry, Gessie, Goodwin, Graves, Haraey, Holcomb,
Huey, Humphreys, Hunter, Keeny, Lane, Mickle, Miller
of O, Millikin, Morrison Murray, O Neal, Orr,Patterson,
Robinson of L., Ross, Shelby Shepard, Stoops, Thomas,
Warriner, Weaver, Wells, Wilson, Withers, Whinery,
and Wright,—53.

Noes—Messts. Athon, Brown of 8., Byers, Caldwell,
Cole, Cravens, Dodd, Edwards, Ellis, Essex, Farnesly,
Greathouse, Harney, Hant, Hicks, Hillis, Johnson, Know]-
ton, Landiss, Leviston, May, Menaugh, Niblack O'Haver,
Prather, Reed, Richardson, Robinson of D., Rush, Rossell,

Tinbrook, Weir, Yocam, and Mr. Speaker,—41,

When Mr. Spencer’s name was called, he said he was
in favor of the principle of a homesiead exemplion ; but
could not vote for this bill on account of its Jetnils,

Mr. Carnshan of F. presented two petitions on the
subject of a division ol the counties of Fountain aad
Warren; which was referred to a sclect committes,

Mr. Chandler presenied remousirances on the same
subject: which were also referred.

(gn motion, the House adjourned.

SENATE.
Moxpay, Januvary 7.

Senate met.

Petitions, &c. Presenled.

Mt Garver paesented a peition for the repeal of the black
Ia vey referred 10 a select committee.

M Garver piesented the remonstrance of citizensof Tip-
| ton counly, sgainst separsting the auditor’s office [1om the

clerk’s ; read and tefeired to a select committee,
1 M: Kinvard presented a petition relative to a certain
{ sehool section therein named § read and refened to a select
| eommitlee.

Mr Evant presented a pelition oo the subject of a State
road ; siso a petitivn on the subject of peace j which were
releried 1o selecl commatiees.

M: Rousseau presenied a remonsirance of eitizens of Ow-
en county, against belug atitached to the cuunty of Clay;
reened lo a select commiliee.

R -ports from Standing Commillees.

Mr Walpole teported back the bill to authorise the Agent
of State 10 lease one acie of laid 1o the Indiana Asbury
Univessity for the u<e of a medical college ; lard ou Lhe ta-
ble—ayes 20, oves 17,

By Mr Cornert, that the bill relative to the sale of foifeit-
ed school Jands, at private saie, be lail on the table § report
nol concuried (o, aod the Bill recumunitied to a select com-
mittes,

By Mr Reid of U, that it is inexpedient to legislate on
the subject of changiug the applicatlou of the schoul funds §
report concuired in.

By Mr Hadin, that it is inexpedient to legislate on the
subject uf 1clveating a Siale ruad in Hartholomew county ;
reporl coneurved in.

Messrs Buckles, Harvey and Moriison, from atandiog eom-
mittees, reported back billa on their xecond reading, which
weie ordered to be engrussed for » thiid readiog.

Mr Dole reported back the bill to ineorporate the Clinton
and [llinojs plank 10ad company ; read a second time, rules
su-pended, aud the bill read a third time and passed.

Reporis from Select Commillers.

By Mr Adams, a biil to extend the terms of the probate
cuurt of Montoe county ; read a first time.

By Mg Dawson, that House bill relative to the advertise-
meat of delingirent lands in Steuben county be lsid on the
lable ; report concured in.

Mess«is Bockles, Mootzomery, Hamiick and Dawson, from
select cominillees, reported back bille vn their second read-
ing, which passed to a thiid reading.

Resolutions Inlyoduced.

By Mr Morrisov, that the Semate will, the House concur-
iing therein, proceed to the eleciion of Agent of State, and
immediaiely thereaflter proceed to the election of three com-
missioners for the losane Hospital, on Wednesday at 10
o'clock ; sdopled.

Bills, &c. Iniroduced.

By Mr Read of C. a bill in relativn to justices of the
pesce ; read a first Lime,

By M: Adams, s bill to incorporate the trustees of the In-
diana female pormal schoul ; read twice and referved to the
commitiee ou Cotparalives.

By Mr Winstandiey, a bull to change the pames of certain
peisins theteia named ; resd a fist time.

By M: Beury, a bill for the relicl of James Bertenshaw,
of Fiaoklio evunty j read twice and resetred te a sclect

By Mt Reid of U, A bill to preserve the interest of the
Stare of ludima in the Madi-ou and Indinuspolis railvoad

By Mr Morgiu, a bill to preveunt the sale of whiskey, in
Wa-hington towuship, Decatur county, sod for other pur-
puses ; 1ead s flest Lime,

By M: Adams, u bill to smend the license law, so far as
re'ates to Moytoe snd Brown counties; read & first time.

By My Sileeih, a bill to ivcwpurate the town of Sheldby-
ville ; vead a first time,

By Mr James, a Lill to iucoiporste the Evausville iusue
1ance company ; read Iwice and iefeired tv tbe committee
on Corporativi-,

By Mr Adaws, 3 bill for the rellef of Elias Abel
toe coun'y ; iead iwice and iefeiied to the committee cn
the Judiijay.

By M. Hubbard,
Muucie 1uilroad ecompany § 1ead twice and teferred to the
committee un Corpoiati us

By M James, a bill o jucorporate
rasce company ; iead twice sud iefeired to the commiliee

uil Uwipulafons.
By M, Gaiver,a bill for the teliefl of John I‘zm
cam-

mitlee oo the Judiclary.

By M \Vllrl-, _
fiedd avd Fra kiin State rosd, in the couulies of Hancuck
and Snelby § read thieo times 3ud passed.
By M: Walpoie, a bill 10 lcorporate the

on ot 5
Mr ry, on leave, from & select commities, ro-
baek the Wil to 1equite the trustees of the Wabash

sod Kije canal tu eairy oul the obvious istest and
of the eouliset enternd into between the State of Indiana

ed as & homestend & .all exceed $500 the whole shall be |

The guestion was taken on Mr. Orr’s amendment ex- |

the alfirmative, ayes 52, nocs 16. {
Mr. Wilsun moved to amend by “excepling such lens- | lost—aves 18, noes 30.

es a8 may have been derived from the Swite;” which mo-. |
tion preavatied. i

upon the table; which motion did not prevail, ayes 26, | P*

|

|
|

frees, Delavan, Dougherty of B., Dougherty of E., Elder, |

Salter, Sherrod, Spencer, Stewart Stone, Summers, Thom, | 3

1
|

1

commitiee. !
i

rend twice and sefeired to the comniltee on Finance. |

| James Galletly and oiheis j carned—ayes 2%, noes |8,

L T T — S —————

of which they recommend its passage ; repo L eoncurved ju?
amendinent sdopled, and the bili read s second end thud
timnes and pas-ed.
Bills vn Uieir Third Readine.
A bill Lo linit the expenses of the Azent of Stale j passe

A bill o juecotperate the Bowling Green mwulactm-ing
compIny 3 pav-ed

A bill 10 incovpnrate the Hamilton manufscti § ng com=
pany ; passel!,

A Uil to incorpeate the Noblecrillie and Nauthfield plank
road company ; pessed,

A bill 1o repesl a part of 3 certain law therein bamed;
passed

A Fill requising an ronmeration of the white male io-
habitanty of the Siate of Dadigne; passed

A bill t- repeal an act for the vication of o ¢ rtain road
in Switzeiland county ; passed

A Bill o estiblish au alditinal precinst in Mars town-
ship, pu!l")‘ eunly 3 p:c.nd‘

A Ml 10 incorpiate a enzressloned towvnship in Dela-
ware and Henry comities | passid

A bill 1o provide i the more speely cillection of the
Btate ievenue, snd tor the pio npt peyment of the interest
on the State debt; pasced

A LU B the beneft of Jobn Geeen and T. T. Ciitten-
den; not passed —ayes |7, voes 20,

On motion, the Senale adj maned.

AYTERNCON SESIION,

The Senate met.

The resolution that the Senate will, the House coneur-
ring theiein, adjoun sine die, on Mundsy, the Tth day of
January, was taken up,

Mr Haidin moved to sirike out Lhe Tth and inse:t the 21st;
lost—ayes 16, noes 26

Mr Winstandley moved to insert Wednesday, the 18th;

Mr Morrison moved to ingert the 16th ; carried—aves 26,
noes 20; and the resolutivn as smended, was adopted.
Bills on their Third Reading.
A bill to tiansfer the 1ight of the State in the Northport
(redc:’ dam tu Noble county, for the use of common schools ;
ssed.

A bill for the preservation of the Northpoit fecder dam
laid on the table.

Mr Roussean moved to reconsider the vote by which the
Reoate refused to pass the jiint resolution fur the reliel of

Aud the gquestion being, shall the joint resvlution pass 7
it was deciled in the affirmative—ayes 23, nves 21.

A bill for the more speedy completion of the Indiana hos-
pital for the insane; pa<aed

A bill making an sppropriation of $2,000 fur the puichase
of & fire eugine for t1.e use of the State prisun ; paswed.

- A bill to attach certain tensitory to the county of Black-
ord.

Mr Bockles moved to recommit the bill to the commitiee
ou the Judiciaiy, with instiuctions j Jost—ayes 17, noes 24.

Mr Buckles moved lo teconsider the vole by which the
biil was ordered 1o be engrussed for a third 1eading ; Jost—
ayes 1§, voes 23,

The questisn being on the passage of the bill—passed ;
ayes 24, noes 18,

A bill to authorize justices of the peace in Poscy county
to peiformn the daties of coroner in certain cases § passed.

A Lill to punish misdemeanuis in Lafayette, Tippecanoe
county j passed,

A bill tu locate a Siate road in the connties of Clinton and
Tipton 3 passed.

A bill to regulate the fees of grand and petit juries io
certain counties therein named ; 13id on the laule,

On motion, the Senate adjrurned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Moxpay Morxixe, Jan, 7, 1850,
Pelilions &v., Presented.

By Messrs, Elder, Gessie, Weir, Whinery, Tiubrook,
Huey, Caldwell, Deliees, Stoops, Fainsley, Cale, Murray,
(by Mr. Murray, io relgion 0 taxing Jands sold since 1847))
and Bird; which weie eferred.

Reports from Commiilees.

By Mr. Micklo, a bill making geuveral appropriations faf I.

1850
Mr. Hicks reporied back the bill amending the school law,

confirming said law, in certain counties, with ameond neuts j |

which were coocurred iu, and (he bill ordered to be en-

Shall | grossed. 2 % _ '
My, Edwards repoited it inexpedient for Notaries Public

to solemuize martiages; which was« concaired in.

Mr. Brown of 8, ieported back the bill, to cieate » sink-
ing foud 10 pay the public debt, by levying au sdditivonl lax
of 5 cents for 1hat purpose, as inexpedient.

Mr. Chandler hoped the House would not concur in the
report. The bill provided, in the first place, to redeem the
State scrip, which was now only receivable for taxes, The
sum was small, and he thought & commencement should be
m.de,

The repoit was concurred in,

By Mr. Cravens, 8 bill explanatory of the 20¢h seetion of
military law, so thal companies receiving arm« shall pay ex-
penses of transporiation § passed to 3 24 readiog.

By Mr. Dodd, 2 joint resolutlon to enable the State of In-

diana to draw arms and cquipments; passed to a 2d reading.
He also reporied againgt the expediocy of abolishing office of
adjutan! gmqul; which was concuried in,

By Me. Ha¥t, for a road from Wacsaw to Plymouth ; read
limes apnd pssed.
By Mr. Dougherty of E., a bill in relation to the Northern
Division of the Cential eanal, authorizing the Governor to
seltle or compound with the lessecs for rent. If this canuot
be done within three months, then to employ counsel and in-
stitute suite, &e. He is fuather authonzed to sell the intere
est of the State in the caual, vne fourth of the purchase
money to be paid i hand and the remainder in in<lal-
ments, with goud secuiiiy, when one fouith of the purchase
movey is paid and the balance secaied, the G vernor 1o con=
vey the canal, the purcaser giving good security that all the
engagements of the State shall be complied with in cegard 1o
the rights of the Jessess. The canal tu be sold within ten
months from this date, by aun advestisement of at least 60
days«.

The bill was read twice

Myr. Chandler moved to strike out all that part of the bitl

which authorizes the Governor to sell the canal. He doubt- |
ted the propiiety of selling the caval, at least votil there |

was a seiliement with the lessees.

Mr. Muriay thought this the most desirable pait of the
bill. He hoped the canal woull be sald, The Uovernor
was authorized first 1o settle with the jessees and 1hen to
sell.

Mr. Duugheity of E. explained the provisions of the bill.
It provided for a full investigation and settlement of the
whole concern. By investigation before the committee, it
was considered that mosl of the claims of the lessees wele
vofounde). He covsidered the matter would be so arranged
as not to mwjure ihe valoe of the caual in the eye of the
puichasers.

Mi. Chandler still hoped the part authorizing a sale would
be stricken cut. He did not believe the bill was sufficient-
ly guarded, in reference o the guaianiees of the Siate (0
keep up the canal. The securily 1o be given might at the
time be good, but might nut long cuniiove so. He thought
Ihe settiement with the lessees impoitant, aud if the Saper-
intendant had peiformed his duiy ju eolleciing the waler
rents ‘heie would have been wo complaint.

My, Prather wished 10 sell the canal, but was opposed 1o
the provisions of the piesent bill.

Mr. Dougherty of E. read the bill to show that it re-
quited smple security., All objections mizht be remedicd
by requiring secusity to be giveu fiom time to tine.

M. Munay moved to sirike ont of the bill all that relates
10 selling the renis of the canal now due.

Mr. Dougherty of E. favored the amendment. This
would leave the conlioversy belween the lessees and the
State to be seitled by these parties, without reference Lo
a rale.

Mr. Murray withdrew the amendment for the present.

Mr. Cole favored a sale of the canal and explained the pro-
vitsions of (he bill, providing for & settlement with the les-
sees. Thecanal was a coatinved expense, and if the State
could get out of the scraps he would be willing to give
up the csnal.

Mr. Dougherty of E. muved an amendment so that only
the rents to become due alier the sale should be sold with
the capal—leaving the tenis up to that time tv be settled
by the State.

Mr. Hunter ssid, that the canal would briag little or po-
thing at this time. He thought if the canal was properly
conducted it would yield a revenve., The rents now amuunt
to $5400, and the expenses, includiog a saperintendent,
peed not ba more than §1000,

The amendment of Mi. Dougherty of E. was adopted.

The guestion was taken on shriking oot the section pro-
viding for a sale of the canal, avd decided in the nega-
tive,

Mr. Chandler moved to amend, so that the State should
take for secuiity 2 morigage on the cansl.

Ms. Niblack moved to amend the amendment, so that the
State shall not be compelled 1o take back the eanal o
payment, by a foreciosure of the muitgage.

Mr. Cole favored the last amendment, and bhe could vot
but thiok, Good Lord deliver us from takiog back the canal,
He believed the les-ecs would always complain—ihe leases
cvntained certain provisions in reference 1o faruidhing wa'er
which would cause 3 conlioued buoe of coutcntion. He
believed the canal would never be awailable ia the bauds
of the State ; but iu the hawvds of individuals might be
worth something.

Mr. Lane moved the previous question, which being sus-
tained, tha bill was ordered to be . and on mution

| of Mr. Wilson, the rules we e suspended, and the bill sead

of Mon | also,
|

a bill to incorpwisie the Rushville snd **

the M1 Yeinon losu- Mr. Brown of R.

« bill fixiug the loeation of the Green-

town of Troy, frem

"o
in Hcryamnm‘twheu.lnlmdnth ml . B ataefios with I

and ber houdbolders, with 3u smendmvat, upon the adoption  initerests

& third time and

Mr. Leviston 2 bill the mode of elect-
ing cletk and mashal of Teare Hautej; which pessed to
a 24 reading.
The bill to in-orporate the Covinglon Draw Bridge com-
pany was read a 34 time and passed § siso,

The bill to amend the chaster of the city of Richmoad ;
Tha bill o amend the chaiter of the Peru and Indivns-
¥y authmizing sale of 25 dollar rhares

e
a ]
e o the & ':ﬁ'h- Milfurd snd Colame
back the bill to amend the

The bill 1o amend the charter
bus Railwad company

Liniter of the L wienceburgh and Rushville railroad, with
:n'um,pw:ldlnu for a brauch road fiom Greens-
buigh via St Omer, Shelbyville aud Plensant view 1o In-

State line, in the direction of Cincimsari, snd W Cin-
cionati, if the right of way can be piocured, or other ar-

r. Hillis moved to amend by striking out the
Lawrenceburgh te Cincivnati § which was net
Prather hoped the amepdmevdment would

sud William Bisdivy ; nead twice sud teferied to l' dianapolis, and al«wo, for a rosd fiom Lawieucebaigh 10 the

from Cincianati turning down the Ohio river.
ulr%-ﬂ,“l‘“qﬂm
roitrond would become o entanglod that

not be known.

e e————————————————————————————————

Mr. Hillis saw the horns of this bill sticking out—it
was lo accomplish the same object with [the Cincinnati

roud bill that had been laid upon the table. Make this |

road through to Cinecinnali, and Lawrenceburgh would be
but a sign post—the carms would all to Cincinnati.
Pass this bill and the stock on several roads would be re-

duced 25 per cout. The stock in the Edinburgh and Shel-
byville rond, now at par, would be worth little or nothing.
Cincinnati, with her overgrown capital, would swaliow up
the trade of central Indiana. ‘The interest of the State
in the Madison road has been estimated at $70,000 per
annum. Pass this bill and it would be greatly depreci-
ated. This bill would be far more disustrous in its effects
than the bill luid upon the table, as it wounld encroach
more closely upon the interests of other companies. He
would move a call of the House, which was ordered.

- On motion of Mr Robinson of D., the call was suspend-

Mr. Brown of 8. thought it due to his posi ion as o
ta'ive, Lo give his reasons for his course on thi

biil. Whea the Cincinnati bill was under consideration
he opposed it, not because it would injure the Madison |
road, but because it would interfere with other companies,
It appeared 10 be the course of some gentlemen to oppase
an enstern owtlet in any direction, The gentleman from
Jefferson urged that trade would flow to Cincinnati. Shoold
this bo the case there must be some

met public expectation. He was in favor of affording a
market where the best prices could be procured.

Mr Carnahan of F. thought that ik was the spirit of the
age, that capital should be left unrestricted. Where works
will puy , they should be permitied. The policy of some

gentiemen was that of lilinois ; which was, to refuse the |

right of way unless Alton be made a point. This policy
had been condemned by the House, [t was impossible to
prevent the growih of Cincinnati by an sttempt to build
up Madison, anl it was a policy not to be tolerated to
spend all our energies in the protection of one road.

Mr. Luane favored the bill.

Mr. Hillis ssid, there was alieady a road from [ndianap-
olis » Richmond. This road was intended to destroy ihe
Southern road, in which the southern part of the Siate
were so much interesied. He considered it strock at the
interests of Jeffersouwills, Noew Albany and Evansville,
Ohio, when the White Water canal was in contemplation,
refused the right of way, and he, as 8 native [adianisn,
was not willing to destroy our own cities, for the purpose
of building up those in other States.

Befure the question was taken on the amendment, the
House adjourned.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Mr. Holcomb, on leave, introduced a bill amending the
road law, so far as it relates to Gibson county; read twice
and ordered to be engrossed:

The House, sccording to order, renewed the considera.
tion of the Convention bill.

Mr. Lane moved to amend, so as 1o provide for the
Seuste spportionment, and that no person shall be eligible
who is not eligible 10 o sest in the Legislatore—providing
for 50 delegates, to be chosen at the August election,

Mr. Eider moved that the amendment be laid upon the
table; which motion prevailed, syes 61, noes 35.

Mr. Dougherty of B. moved to smend =0 that no per-
son should be elected a Delegate unless eligible 1o a seat
in the Legislaiure.

Mr. Carr said, be wished 1o answer those gentlemen
who had planted themselves on the Constitution. He
wished by a f*w plain sledge hammer srguments to show
their error.  He referred to the part of the Constitution
which anthorizes a vote for calling a Convenlion. ‘The
firel clause states that the vote shall be taken every twelfth
yesr—bot 1840 was not the twelfth year. The twelfth
year wou'd be 1853, consequently the clause would not
apply: and, in the whole instrumeat, there is not a solita-
ry feature authorizing last yesr's vole; and the gentlemen's
Constitational arguament must fall 1o the ground. Hethen

turned to the first part of the Constitution where the peo- |

ple expressly reserve to themselves the right of amending
and altering the Constitulion. He then turned 1o the
feature in the Constiwation. which declares that these rights
sre unalienable—that these rights, retained in the hands
of the people, shall forever be inviolable. It was under
authority of these re*sined powers, that the House was
pow silling in judgment on this bill. If we are actng
under the expressed letter of the Constitution, the Senate
have violated their oaths by sending a bill here that dors

not require Delegates Lo be sworn to support thn Consti- |

tution.

Hle asked, whether the people were bound -10 vote on
the question ol the Convention? Certainly not. ‘They
expressed that will freely, and the Constitution coose-
quently, had nothing to do with it. He referred to 1he
manner of changes of government in this eountry—they

were not efiected by the clang of srms or the clash of

steel; but by the silent movement of the people. If we
had to be governed by the Constitution, no movement

could}be made except in 28 '40,°52, and so on. With re- |

gard to the term “old hunkers™ that hud been so freely
used, or “young hunkers,” it was only a question of time.
He rad been in both branches of the Legislatore some
mine years. T'he gentleman bad not been so long a mem-

ber; but it appenred he was in a fair way of being one, if

he (Mr. Carr) was entitled 1o such an appelistion. For
his own part e cared not by what name he was called;
he had ulways been sent here by the voice ol the p=aple,
and that voice would never be stifled by any aet of his.
He was contending lor the reserved powers contained
in our Constitution; fur the principles of that master piece

of man, secund only the works of God himseil, the De. |

claration of Independence. He did not stand here 10 ad-
vocate the election of Supreme or Circuit judges, orany
other class of individuals, but he stood here as the advo-
cate of the people 1o choose their Delegates without any
restrictions.
amend the Constitution; but that was a power not defined

in the Constitulion; but reserved as a sovereign right of

the peopls. [le hoped the bill would puss, as it came
from the Senate. The senate is usually called the aris-
tocratic body; but we were about Lo reverse the order, as
generally defined, by hmpusing restrictions on the peo-
ple which the Senate had not thought of.

M:r. Dougherty of B., wished to occupy a few moment's
time before he and those who thought with him, were en-
tirely crushed by the car that was rushing over them. He
knew when he offered this amendment, that he was rush-
ing into a hornet's mest, and before the proposition bad
been offered half an hour, the corners ol the streets, in
this city, witnessed several aristocratic counversations on
the part of those who wished to be delegates, but might
be prevented by the amendment. He contended, that if
we proceed in our original ﬂmily. under a volte at the
last August election, and ne the time and place of
holdin{l the election, that the delegate shall be a male, that
he shall be white, that he shall be 21 vears of age, thathe
shall reside one year in the State, all these are required in
the bill, in strict accordance with the constitution; but
when we wish to go a step farther, gentlemen start back
with holy horror, with the declaration that we are comi
in contact with the rights of the mopla. The Senate
made all the restrictions he had alluded to, but when they
came 1o the restrictions he had offered, they found they
might prevent their own eloctions. He was in favor of
throwing off the aristocratic feature that would permit the
officebolder, who might be interested in amondmeuts of
the constitution, te partici as ad te. He was in
favor of those ing off their robes of office
that they might stand on the broad platform of equality,
if they wished o i as Were gentle-
men to lay aside their there would be good reason
to believe that they are unizfluenced IT personal conside-
rations. He allun to the clause of the constitution,
which requires a vote of a majority of all the members
elected to the legislature to make provision for a conven-

ticn. Here wasa mmu.'nn c;‘not:;mi in*ﬂwm'myq:
for wise purposes. y we spiri
of lhocoglﬁtution in the amendment he had offered.
Mr Spencer, at the outset, was disposed to favor the
amendment; but a full investigation had induced him to
his mind, and he now was convinced that no re-
striction should or could be placed as qualifications for
delegates. He belioved, with the gentleman from Law-
rence, that all power, in refersnce to this matter, was in-
herent in the people, and could not be taken from them.
The constitution requires avots every twelve
a vote may be taken at any other time, when so
taken, the legi re was bound to follow the constitution
in it out. No clause in the constitution describes
the qualifications of a delegate, and to his mind the
of judgment in this matter is reserved to the people.
!&r. Alley said, that it has been a subject cf much
monmwm.vmmumuu;mum
than the wwelfth year, to umend the tion. It was
determined that it could. The idea that the peo-

take a vote for a conveuntion,
Jess the people were thrown into a revolutio
This being a correct view of the matter,
the constitution preventing men from
tive offices, must be in force, for a de
tainly an officer under the constitution. He
at considerable

extracts from to sustain his position

r. Millikan bad not intended 1o say n word on the

subject. [le had expected only 10 have attended io Jo-
eal business ; but with the gentleman from Vanderburgh,
s expressed on another ocension, he cvuld not econscien-
tiously din content, without dissenting from some views
that bad been ex nnlbilqu:fh-. He was clow-
Iy with the gent from Lawrence, that the o
hud an uorestricted right to ehoose whow | : as
Delegates. He, however, was 10 office- holders
m.m?umwu-uummmmw
fices should they tnke their senis as such, and read save-
ral clauses of the Constitution to sustain his

Mr. Batler moved to amend the amendment, s as 1o

mauke lh-“u-b-r“ -N:Em q«luu;‘mhr of

members of the adopt

1 m‘.._.:“h. ‘and ﬁllym-hn—-:
that no office-hulder should tuke o sest as Del-

ugete forfsiting his office.

Mr. Cravens thought

ng two luera-

this amendment cou'd not be adopt-

| then why ipsert it 1
| the correctness of their position. For if it be an office, the

reason for it 'l"lus‘I
branch road from his town towards Madison had not fully |

e believed the people had the power to

¢!

right

delegute is most cor-
,hwdmmﬂ-rw
bns:oomﬂon '

'gentleman from Lawrence. He believed office holders
|should be restricted, unless they laid down their offices.
Mr. Carr wished 1o set gentlemen right, I a Delegate

| be an officer under the Constitutioh, there is no more use

for this amendmest than for the third wheel 1o & cart—
It showad the gentlemen must doubt

Coastitotion would st once prevent them from taking their
seais.  Every officer uuder the Constitation must, sceord-
iog to the Constitution, be eworn 10 support the Constily.
tion but no euch oath is reguired, for it would be inconsist-
ent with the duty of a delegate, whose firet duty is 1o alter
or amend that imstrument.

Mr. Holcomb moved thal the smendmenta be laid upoa
ihs 1able,

Mr. Wilson moved that the Houee adjourn—being o
late hour—which motion prevailesd.

S;c_ﬂ-h of Mr. Spencer,

On Straightening the Line b lween Ohio and Dear-
born Counties.
Mz. Sreaxen:—I do not wish to make myself

| troublesome upon this question, nor would [ et this
| ime detain the house a moment, were it not that a

purtion of my constituents, as well as the gentlemen
from Dearborn, are deeply interested in this matter;
and [ hope the House will bear with me while making
a statement of the wants and necessitics of those con-
cerned.  The dividing line between these couvuties is
Laughery Creek, a etream uoted fur its serpentine
meaunderings and extreme crookednesss, and those
living along this ereek, since the establishment of the
same a2 the liae, have been continually complaining
and importuaing the Legisiature to relieve them of
the dithculty under which they labor. Their lands
are divided and they necessarily compelled to transact
busineas connected with their farms, a: Lawrence-
burgh and at Rising Sun. A double inconvenience is
impused upon them, and if gentlemen will but under-
stand the eondition of these men, their locality, and
the inennvenience under which they labor, I have no
fear of the result. [n sddition 1o this, there isanoth-
er ditficulty connected with this line as now establish-
ed. [t divides school districts and townships, aund
mixes our schuol matters with thuse of Dearborn
county, and in this respect is a source of continual
annoyance and vexation. There is substantial justice
in this application ; and out of respect to the rights
of the injured, in my humble judgment, this bill
should pass. The object of the motion to recommit
is to delay and finally defeat the bill; 1o prevent the
aggrieved from having that redress which they so
justly deserve. It s true they are but fow; but [
would ask gentlemen if they have no righis because
they are in & minority ! Sir, [ would ask gentlemen
if an overwhelming majority are at liberty to oppress
a minority ; to trample upon their rights? Swecha
position 1s wrong; "tis monstrous injustice! Shall
the people of the bady of Dearborn county retain long-
er the power to oppress? No! If they are to, then
those really interested will wait in vain, their pro-
gress lave been unheaded, and their entreaties spurn-
ed with contempt by their own Representatives.
There 18 no other alternative for a redress of their
grievam:ea but to turn from their own to strangers ;
or they came to their own and they knew them not.
Dieregurding their inter-sig, they relieved them not.
But, sir, on the contrary at all times, and in all pla-
ces, have they manifesied o setiled determioation to
oppress them and deprive them of their rights as citi-
zens of the State. [t has been said that this question
is agitated in Ohio connty, and that the citizens here
| represented as being desirous of this change are not
|in fact so. This [ deny ; and now appeal to my cul-
| league, the gentleman from Switzeriand, W sustain
Ime in this assertion. He is sequainted with [he
]feﬂ]m;_'s of the peaple of Ohio County in referenc o
this matter. They are willing to have the ¢ «
| straightened, 10 accommodate thuse of ber owwn e :i-
zens who live upon this creck, and are incommoded.
| The question i= agitated by them, and as a representa-
| tive of the entire people of my district, I conceiva it to
be my duty to earry out their wishes, especially,
when they ure so reasonsble and when uo injury is or
can possibly be done to others. It bas been said by
the gentieman from Denrbora (Mr. Watkine,) whom
I am proud 10 claim as a friend, and for whose talent
| and ability, I have a Ligh opinion, that the committee
was selected by me: (in this he is mistaken;) but ad-
mit it: bas any wrong been done him or his eonstit-
uency ! 'Tis true, sir, when | presented the bill, [
merely suggested iis reference to a select commitice
| composed of the gentleman himeelf, his colleague,
with the members from Obio. Switzerland, and Floyd,
This | conceived | bad a nght 1o do ; and I oow ap-
peal to gentlemen of this Huuse if there has been in
this a violation of any Parliamentary rule?! The
friends of a bill were entitled to 8 msjority on the
committee. The extreme sensitiveness of the gen-
tleman from Dearborn upon this subject bas led me to
the conclusivn that be desired to smolber the bill in
|commitice, In other words. that he feared a delibe-
rate and Just action by this House. He tells us that
a large district of territory cught not to be taken
from our enunty and attached to anvther. Well, sir,
that depends upun circumstances. Butl this assertion
is all fur effect. The territory proposed to be attach-
ed is small and, Dearborn county can well afford to
spare it. She Lag over 300 square miles, and Ohio
¢ unty, with this addition will have less than
100,—will still be by fir the emallest county in
the State. Buat | do not put it wpon this ground.
As n eounty we do vot ask it. We are very well sat.
isfied with onr small, thougl respectable proportions.
We should of course appreciate vur importance if we
were a little larger; bot we are content. It is further
true, as stated by the gentleman, that no petitions
have been presenied from either Ohio or Dearborn
counties at this session. | said 1o those interested
that yone were needed. [ have so framed the bill as
to meet the emergency. By the 3d section it is pro.
vided that this line =hall not be established unul a
wajority of the qualifi-d volers living between the
present and proposed live, shall petition the bwrd of
county commissioners of Ohio county to come within
their limits—this is fair; this s demoerstie. Let
them geitle the matter amung themselves—|el® a ma-
jority in this new territory say what they want.

And now, sir, one word in regard to the geatleman
from Marion, (Mr. Huoter.) [ have thus fer been
voting with him snd lending him such incidental aid
as [ conscientivusly could in getting such measures
‘through the House as he wished; and as his constit-
uents were wuterested ju.  But he has repaid me with
base ingratitude; he has proved himsell recreant to
that principle respected by all of ue, viz: the guid
pro guo. He has seen proper on this oecasion to in-
lerpose his vpposition to this bill, a measure of pure-
Iy local character—one in which the people of Mari-
| on county are not interested, nor the Siate at large;
none but those living in the walley of Lau .
He informs us by way «f argument, and to predjudice
E::t]emcn against this bill, that this matter has often

'n before the Legislature, and bas cost the State n
| large amount of money. Very good. Admit it all

as be says. But who is in fault? Not those whose
| Fights bhave been cutraged. But euch members of thia
| bdy as the gentlemas, from Marion bas showed him-
'self to be, in refusing the prayers and entreaties of
 the aggrieved 10 withholding from them common juy-
‘tice. Does the ge tleraan suppose that an oppressed
aud down trodden people will be led quietly to the
slroughter without a murnur ! Soch he may repre-
sent, but [ do not; and [ now tell this House that if it
wishes 10 rid the State of 1lhijs vexatious matter, it
must respeet the righte of theee citizens, by straight-
ening this line. It must be done, and it may as well
b: done now as at any other time. When Ohio
county wus created by the Legislature, these citizens
were remonstrating; they were opposed to ber organ-
ization; they remomstrated against it, but the remon-
strance was uyheeded. This inconvenirnce was
thrust upon them against their expressed wishes, by
the Legislature, and in common justice should be re-
moved; and now is the time. | hope the House will
not sustein the motion to recommil; but will now en-
the bill nnd extend to those nggrieved that jes
tice wuich bas so Jong been withheld.

1850. )
Mesns, Cuapy ans & Spanx c—In my published remaiks
on the White Wainr bill, where $2 000,000 vceurs, it should

Seware CHamaen, Jan, 7,

sead $200,000. JAS. P. MILLIKEN.

Puxcn hae sesn with slarm “ladies’ vests™ adver.
tised in the uewspapers. This gradval invesion of
male attire by the other sex ought to be looked to.
Punch says they have already stolen our paletots—
they now seize upon vests. Gracioos goodoess !
what wiil they not take next? What will be Jeft us?

To this the Baston Post adds :

Suore enough !—what will be done with the ‘what.
d'ye-call-'ems I'—

When codts, boots and are taken

Our

ed ss it had boen fully discussed and voted down in the Sen-
ste. He, however, was opposed to the postions of the

ot con may well be shaken
In 1espect to retaining our tr——houses !




